
Oklahoma State University Fire 
Service Training (OSU FST) has 
been working on updating our 
infrastructure to our training grounds 
located out west of town. We were 
recently awarded an Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant for a new fire truck. 
This is the first fire truck that we have 
been able to purchase out right since 
the inception of department in 1931. 
We also have been granted 35 acres of 
land that will be used for new training 
courses and facilities. As we continue 
to grow we are looking at additional 
buildings to replace those built in the 
early 1980’s.  I want to send a special 
thank you our County Commissioner 
and Rural Fire Coordinator for 
partnering with us to repave the road 
to our facility as well. I also want to 
thank all of our partner agencies for 
their support as we move forward. 
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This past year, we were able to move forward with several infrastructure projects including 
a new road for the training grounds and the purchase of a new fire truck. Programmatically, 
we have launched a new YouTube page, and have developed several new online offerings. 
With the implementation of new space restrictions and Covid protocols, we were able to 
deliver 3,417 courses. These courses provided training for 34,281 emergency responders 
throughout the state of Oklahoma. 

OSU-FST was able to secure several grants for the upcoming year: 1) A new four-year safer 
training grant that will allow us to continue to train our rural departments throughout the 
state. 2) We were also awarded another OSHA, Susan Harwood training grant that will fund 
another year of grain rescue training. 3) We are very proud to be partners with OEM on 
the HMEP training grant, and 4) Department of Homeland security who funds training for 
Hazardous Materials and Rescue programs. 

Our state allocations continue to shrink, and we have been working hard to pursue grants 
and other partnerships to keep providing training. OSU-FST works hard to keep costs 
low. We are currently working on updating our facilities at our training grounds. The 1980 
facility is in need of some major upgrades to ensure the high-caliber training continues.

Our staff is changing and we would like to welcome J.W. Snell, the new EMS program 
coordinator, Ashley Peck, who is answering phones and taking care of our travel 
arrangements, and Mike Weinkauf who is our new driver that will be delivering 
and supporting our mobile trailers, Tara Youngblood is also joining our team as the 
Accreditation Manager. Our latest hire is Troy Thorpe, he will be our volunteer fire 
representative for the Northeast section of the state. Thank you to all of our staff for all the 
hours worked, miles driven and the long days, frustration felt and huge amount of pride 
that you put into each and every work day bringing innovative, high-quality training to the 
state of Oklahoma.
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Statistics - 2021

Total Students 
Served: 34,281

Total Courses 
Delivered: 3,417Hours/Students/Events: 2014-2021
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Carol Reed                           Director

Dean McFadden                        Asst. Director

Rodney Foster                        Asst. Director

J.W. Snell                        EMS Coordinator

Bryan West                       Facilities Manager

Paddy Metcalf              Fire Programs Coordinator

John Carpenter             Hazmat Manager

Riki Manley       Office Manager

Troy Thorpe                   Training Specialist

Dannie Whitehouse                 Training Specialist

Mark Huff                         Training Specialist

Dannie Caldwell                Industrial Coordinator

Rudee Cryer                Mobile Support Specialist

Karen Keller                  Administrative Assistant

Ashley Peck                Administrative Assistant

Brandon Inlow               Administrative Assistant

Mike Weinkauf               Mobile Support

Brandon Vessar               Mobile Support

Vanessa Adair                Administrative Assistant

Oklahoma State Firefighters Association
Oklahoma Fire Chiefs Association
Oklahoma Department of Homeland Security
Oklahoma Office of Emergency Management
Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education
OSU Fire Protection Publications
International Fire Service Training Association
Oklahoma State Fire Marshal
Rural Fire Coordinators
Fire Service Instructors of Oklahoma
Fire Marshal’s Association of Oklahoma
Oklahoma Department of Forestry
Metro Chiefs
Green Country Chiefs
Oklahoma Insurance Department
Oklahoma Department of Health
Oklahoma Department of Public Safety
Oklahoma Fire Departments
Oklahoma Fire Fighters
National Fire Academy
Emergency Management Institute
Industrial Partners

Oklahoma State University 
Fire Service Training Partners

Tara Youngblood   Testing Manager
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